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b) to distribute land in a way which would encourage the recipient of scrip 

who did not want land to quickly sell it to someone else who would use it to 
acquire land; it was believed this would encourage rapid settlement, 

c) to give the person redeeming the scrip clear, undisputed title to the land 

which allowed them to use the land as they pleased. The belief was that the 
best way to develop land was to give owners the right to use the land in the 
way most profitable to them. 

The volunteers who served in Wolseley’s expedition to the Red River were 
all granted scrip to the value of $240.00. The purpose was to encourage them 
to settle in the west. This met two objectives; one, the promotion of 
settlement, the second was the availability of manpower with some military 
training in case of need. Scrip was then issued to certain heads of Halfbreed 
families and to the Selkirk settlers and their children. 

lt was also used to satisfy hay and woodlot claims and, in addition, to 
satisfy the supplementary claims of Halfbreed children in Manitoba when the 
1.4 million acres set aside for this purpose proved inadequate to satisfy all 
claims. 


KINDS OF SCRIP ISSUED 


Money scrip specified a money value on the face of the scrip and these 
notes could be used to acquire open Dominion Lands (lands to which no one 
else had made a claim or which had not been set aside for other purposes) up 
to the value of the scrip. For example, if the going price for land was $2.00 an 
acre, a $160.00 scrip note would acquire 80 acres of land. 


DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LAND AND MONEY SCRIP 


Money scrip notes were made out to the bearer. That meant that whoever 
was in possession of them could take them to the Dominion Land Office and 
apply them on land to the value of the scrip. Because money scrip was 
considered personal property, the person to whom the scrip was granted 
could dispose of it like any other personal property. Therefore, although 
money Scrip was not money, it did have a cash value on the speculative 
market. It was usually discounted to about %4 to % of its actual value, but 
nevertheless was very popular with speculators, financial institutions and with 
merchants and lawyers. 

Land scrip, which was only issued to Halfbreeds, was always considered 
to be real estate. The name of the person to whom the scrip was issued 
always appeared on the face of the scrip. The rules were that land scrip could 
only be located on land by the person whom it was issued. 

Powers of attorney were only recognized in exceptional circumstances, 
and Assignments were not recognized as being legal. Nevertheless, this 
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A few used their scrip to acquire basic agriculture needs to start farming 
and then entered a claim for a homestead. Some of this group did manage to 
establish themselves as farmers. A few still farm in areas around Prince 
Albert, McDowell, Batoche, Duck Lake, Debden, etc. Of those, most are 
marginal farmers having to supplement their farm incomes by cutting bush, 
or by other available casual or seasonal labour. 

On balance, it can be categorically stated that the great majority of Metis 
people received no permanent benefits of any kind of scrip they were 
granted. In most cases even short-term benefits were of a limited nature. 


WHO ACQUIRED THE SCRIP? 


The question of who acquired the scrip is an important one since it is 
indicative of whether or not the Metis people benefitted from what was 
supposed to have been a settlement of their aboriginal claim. The evidence 
gathered to date indicates that probably as high as 90% of all Halfbreed scrip 
passed into the hands of persons who can only be classed as speculators. 

A preliminary investigation indicates that the combined case of both land 
and money scrip, those who acquired and used the scrip in some way can be 
categorized as follows: 


a) The Individual Allottee 10% 
b) Chartered Banks 60% 
c) Private Banks, Trust Companies 
and other financial institutions 20% 
d) Small-time speculators (lawyers, 
merchants, etc.) 10% 


The following are prices paid for scrip during various periods: 

1885-1898 money and land scrip $.30 on the dollar 

1899-1915 money scrip from $.40 to $.50 
land scrip from $.40 to $.50 per acre up to 1903 to prices 
ranging up to $5.00 per acre. 
scrip was exchanged for equivalent value in groceries and 
supplies, for a cow or a horse, or farm implements in some 
cases. 
some speculators acquired scrip for as little as $25.00 for 240 
acres or $240 scrip by telling people this was a down 
payment and having them sign a quit claim deed; they were 
told that the paper they were signing simply entitled the 
speculator to act as their agent. 

In summary, it is possible to say that approximately 80% of the scrip was 
acquired by large financial and commercial corporations, 10% by small-town 
speculators, and that the remaining 10% was used by Metis people 
themselves to acquire land. 





meant that land scrip was not popular with speculators generally and deemed 
a lower price than money scrip. Land scrip always specified on the face of the 
scrip note the amount of land for which it could be exchanged. Like all other 
scrip, It could be located on any open Dominion Lands. 


LEGAL PROVISIONS FOR SCRIP & ITS DISTRIBUTION 


The Manitoba Act of 1870 did not specifically provide for the use of scrip 
in settling natives’ claims. The scrip to Halfbreed heads of families was 
distributed under the Dominion Act of 1874. This act extended Halfbreed 
benefits which had been overlooked when the Manitoba Act was being 
drafted. The actual issue of scrip was consistently done through Cabinet 
Order-in-Council. These were compiled in 1927 by N.O. Cote, a government 
employee. There were, however, three main Orders-in-Council which set the 
pattern for all scrip transactions. 

The Order-in-Council in 1875 provided the distribution of scrip to old 
settlers and Halfbreed heads of families in Manitoba. The second Order-in- 
Council was the one issued on March 30, 1885, providing for the distribution 
of scrip to Halfbreeds of the Northwest born before July 16, 1870. The next 
major Order-in-Council was issued May 6, 1899 and extended scrip to include 
all Halfbreeds born in the Northwest between July 15, 1870 and July 16, 
1855. 

These Orders-in-Council set down the general policy and legal provisions 
regarding the issue of scrip and appointed commissioners to take 
applications. 


Governor MacTavish - 
Council of Assiniboia. Donald A Smith 








Ambroise Lepine 





The procedures for issuing scrip were as follows: 


a) The travel schedules of the commissioners would be advertised in advance 
by the means available at the time through noticed posters. People in isolated 
areas or absent from their settlement for some reason, were often missed. 


b) The schedule indicated when and where meetings would be held and 
advised those who had a claim to present themselves to the commissioner 
when he visited their home territory. 

c) Claimants were given application forms to complete for identifying 
information and had to be accompanied by affidavits or other official 
documents which verified this information, established that the applicant was 
a Halfbreed. 

d) The commissioners, after studying the applications, would deal with them 
in one of three ways. If they met all the criteria established by the 
government, they would be approved. If there was doubt about the claim or 
inadequate information, the application would be deferred for further study 
and/or investigation. If the commissioner was of the view that the applicant 
did not have a claim, the application would be disallowed. 


e) Approved applicants were given a ‘‘Scrip Certificate’’ on the prescribed 
form. This document indicated that the person in possession of it was entitled 
to Scrip. 

f) The scrip notes to be redeemed for land had to be taken by the allottee, in 
the case of land scrip, and by the bearer in the case of money scrip, toa 
Dominion Land Office. The person presenting the scrip had to identify the 
land he wanted. The scrip was then registered against the land that was 
selected and patents to this land were granted. 


BENEFIT OF SCRIP TO THE METIS PEOPLE 


In general it can be said that the Metis people themselves benefitted very 
little from scrip. Of those few who used scrip to acquire land, many later lost 
their land for taxes, sold the land when they would not get help from the 
government to establish themselves in farming, or simply moved away and 
left the land. 

Those who sold their scrip generally received an immediate and very short 
term benefit. The Metis were poor and needed immediate cash to survive. 
Much of the money received from scrip went for staples such as food, 
clothing and shelter. In some cases it enabled families to meet such basic 
needs over one winter. The few dollars they received did not last. They were 
left to make their living as best they could by trapping, hunting, fishing and 
casual labour. 
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THE FIRST RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


As trustees, it was the government's responsibility to ensure that this trust 
was wisely and legally administered for the benefits of the Native people. 

First, the Government of Canada recognized the claim of the Metis 
people, only when forced to do so by the Red River Uprising in 1869-70, and 
later by the Northwest Rebellion of 1885. Although the government 
recognized its trust responsibility toward the Indians and passed legislation to 
ensure that this responsibility had a legal basis, no similar action was taken by 
the government in its dealing with the Metis. Indeed, Archibald in 1870 
argued that the process for distributing Metis lands be as free as possible to 
allow land to pass to others who would make constructive use of it, even if 
this means that individual Metis people did not benefit from their land. Money 
scrip was designed for easy use by speculators. These events clearly 
suggested the government did not take its trust responsibility seriously or that 
it even admitted to such a responsibility. 








YEAR MONEY SCRIP LAND SCRIP NUMBER APPROVED 
1885 279,201 55,260 acres 1,815 
1886 61,689 2,640 1,414 
1887 122,424 3,120 753 
1889 183,568 nil 881 
1898 286,800 110,520 1,190 
1900 315,000 477,840 3,306 
1901 344,267 117,680 1,190 
1903 55,564 296,564 1.326 
1904 nil 32,640 136 
1906 65,040 54,480 re 
1908 14,160 28,560 31 
1909 nil 7,440 56 
1910 2,160 18,480 


1923 a cash issue of $41,280 instead of scrip 











